Usefulness of ultrasonography in the assessment of peripheral enthesis in spondyloarthritis.
Enthesitis is one of the characteristic etiopathogenic manifestations of spondyloarthritis. However, in clinical practice, its presence often goes unnoticed because of the lack of precision and sensitivity of physical examination to detect it. Viable, valid and reliable imaging tests are needed for early diagnosis, as well as a good sensitivity to change to monitor therapeutic response. In this paper we review the most relevant aspects of current knowledge of the enthesis and discusses the validity of ultrasound for assessing enthesitis in spondyloarthritis and its sensitivity to change to monitor therapeutic response.